
The project involves the purchase of  
89,000 acres of Plum Creek Timber 
Company lands from the headwaters of 
the Blackfoot to the Clearwater River 
drainage.   

The Nature Conser-
vancy has purchased 
the  final 20,000 acres.  
All project lands are 
being sold according to 
the Disposition Plan 
approved by individual 
communities and the 
Blackfoot Challenge Board of Directors. 

Of the roughly 89,000 acres purchased 
from Plum Creek, just under 33,000 
acres have been re-sold to private and 
public landowners.   

In May, the US Forest Service pur-
chased 5,200 acres in the Horseshoe 
Hills region southeast of Seeley Lake 
using Land & Water Conservation 

Funds.  LWCF money also 
enabled the Bureau of Land 
Management to pick up 640 
acres in Marcum Mountain at 
the end of October.   

The partnership concen-
trated on re-selling land to 
public agencies during the 
first several years, because 

of the availability of federal funding and 
the high public interest in conserving 
areas important for public access and 
resource conservation.  In the years 
ahead, sales to adjacent private land-
owners will take precedence.  
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The Blackfoot Commu-
nity Project, a partner-
ship between the 
Blackfoot Challenge 
and The Nature Con-
servancy, is a commu-
nity-based and locally 
developed effort to 
guide the future owner-
ship and management 
of key lands formerly 
owned by Plum Creek 
Timber in the Blackfoot 
Valley.   

We invite you to join us 
in the project and stay 
posted with news up-
dates. 
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T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p 
reached the $10 million 
private fundraising goal 
last September and 
completed the land 
purchase phase of the 
five-year project with 
the acquisition of the 
final 20,000 acres on 
December 3, 2007.   

A Unique Model for Land Management 
The Blackfoot Community 
Conservation Area is a 
41,000 acre tract of land 
around Ovando Mountain 
owned by both public and 
private entities.   

A Memorandum of Under-
standing is being signed 
by all parties that will docu-
ment their intent to imple-
ment a cooperative policy 
management plan for the 
area. 

Later this year the Conser-
vancy will transfer owner-
ship of a 5,600 acre Core 
area to the community who 
will own and manage the 
area through the BCCA 
Council, under the aus-
pices of the Blackfoot 
Challenge.   

For the past two years the 
Council has been working 
on a management plan for 
the Core area that will also 
serve as the basis for the 

entire BCCA plan.  Last 
November, the Council 
presented the final draft of 
the plan at a public meet-
ing in Ovando.  

The plan outlines goals 
and objectives for the 
area, guidelines and crite-
ria for evaluation of poten-
tial projects, and an admin-
istrative structure for the 
Council.  The document 
also includes a specific 
wheeled motorized use 



Blackfoot Community Conservation Area  

visit our website: 
www.blackfootchallenge.org 

Blackfoot Challenge 

PO Box 103 Ovando, MT 59854     
 

Tracking Project Success 
2004-2005: 

The Conservancy purchases 54,102 
acres from Plum Creek. 

Land & Water Conservation Funds 
of $5 Million are appropriated for 
conservation easements by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service & land 
acquisition by the BLM in FY04 and 
$15 Million for acquisitions by the 
Forest Service & the BLM in FY05. 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
buys 3,834 acres around the Game 
Range until Fish Wildlife & Parks is 
able to purchase it using $3.3 Million 
in FY05 Forest Legacy Funds.  

BLM purchases 5480.39 acres in 
Marcum Mountain/Tupper Lakes.  
Our first private sale occurs for 
148.27 acres in Lincoln. 

The BCCA 

Council meets 

the first 

Tuesday of 

every month at 

the Ovando 

Fire Hall from 

4-6 pm.  BCCA 

meetings are 

open to the 

public. 

2006 and 2007: 

The Conservancy purchases 35,092  
acres from Plum Creek. 

Land & Water Conservation Funds 
of $6 Million are garnered for land 
acquisition by the Forest Service in 
FY06 and $3 Million for acquisition 
by the Forest Service & the BLM in 
FY07. Fish, Wildlife & Parks re-
ceives $1.4 Million for conservation 
easements in FY06 Forest Legacy 
Funds.   

DNRC purchases 2,480.76 acres in 
‘06, the Forest Service purchases 
15,142.34 acres in ‘06 and 5,206.22 
acres in ‘07.  Also in ‘07 - Fish, Wild-
life and Parks purchases 180 acres 
and BLM purchases 640 acres.   

We expect to receive $1 Million in 
FY08 LWCF for BLM acquisitions.  

plan for the Core that will be implemented on a 
trial basis this summer.  The Council has been 

engaged with the 
community for the 
better part of this last 
year discussing the 
pros and cons of in-
creased motorized 
use on the area.  

After numerous special meetings and one-on-
one conversations, the Council and interested 
community members developed a compromise 

plan that will give folks an opportunity to visit 
the Core using motorized vehicles during a 
portion of the summer months under controlled 
conditions.  The hard work of the Council was 
rewarded when the folks attending the public 
meeting accepted the plan and thanked the 
Council for their community conscious effort.  
You can learn more by reviewing the entire 
draft management plan on our website.  

Staying Involved 
The Blackfoot Challenge is committed to an open process.  To learn more about this effort, please     
please contact the Blackfoot Challenge Lands Director, Hank Goetz at [406] 793-5589 or hank@blackfoot.net 

Habitat Conservation Plan-
ning funds worth $2.7 Mil-
lion in ‘06 and $3.887 Mil-
lion in ‘07 were received 
that will provide conserva-
tion easements on project 
lands in the Lincoln area. 

The project continues to receive assistance 
from several grants and foundations including 
the Kendall Foundation.   Thanks to 
the support of our local landowners & 
friends, and with the help of a Kresge 
Grant, we raised $10 Million in private 
funds.   

In May, the Missoula County Commis-
sioners approved $200,000 in Open 
Space bond funding for the purchase 
of conservation easements in the 
Greenough area.  We also reached an 
agreement with Powell County on the 
sum that will be donated to compen-
sate for tax revenue foregone on lands 
sold to federal agencies. 

Through this 

project the 

community’s 

voice will 

shape the 

future of the 

valley and 

help to 

preserve the 

natural 

resources and 

rural lifestyle 

for future 

generations. 

The BCCA Council has a two year term open for a 
landowner member.  Please contact Hank Goetz at 
793-5589 or visit our website for more details. 


	Lands in Transition

	Blackfoot Community Project News

			   The Blackfoot Challenge & The Nature Conservancy

	JANUARY 2008

	WINTER: Issue 6

	Community Voice, 

	Community Involvement

	Project 

	Milestones

	A Unique Model for Land Management

	Blackfoot Community Conservation Area 

	Tracking Project Success

	Staying Involved



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



