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Montana Water Supply Report data as of April 1, 2025 (from NRCS):
https://www.nrecs.usda.gov/..../montana/montana-snow-survey/water-supply-outlook-reports-montana

Overview

The month of March has brought above average precipitation for the second month in a row to the
Blackfoot watershed. Above normal temperatures for the month resulted in a mix of rain and snow
across elevations leading to meltoff in lower elevations and further snow accumulation higher up.
Overall snowpack is up to 84% of normal for the 1°* of March and has improved to closer to 90% of
normal with active weather this first week in April.

Snow melt at lower elevations is resulting in runoff on the river with flows above 1,000 cfs coming into
the month. The water supply forecast has not changed significantly this month with a 50% exceedance
forecasted flow of 90% of normal for April through September. If we see a particularly cool and wet
spring we could see flows around 100-110% of normal, if we see a particularly warm and dry spring,
flows could dip to 60-70% of normal.

The climate outlook for the next several months is uncertain with equal chances for either above or
below normal precipitation and temperatures. Typically, snowpack in the Blackfoot peaks this month.
Hopefully, we still have a couple weeks of snow accumulation left even as spring is arriving in the
valleys.

April 2025 Water Report 1


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/montana/montana-snow-survey/water-supply-outlook-reports-montana

Blackfoot River Basin Snow Water Equivalent — SNOTEL observed data
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Reservoir Storage

On April 4%, Nevada Creek Reservoir was storing 4,520 Acre Feet which is only 51% of normal
and is 40.5% of its total capacity.

Acre Feet

Nevada Creek Reservoir - Storage Volume Graph WY-2025
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Montana Drought Monitor — April 3, 2025

Drought Intensities

None: No Drought

DO: Abnormally Dry
D1: Moderate Drought
D2: Severe Drought

D3: Extreme Drought
D4: Exceptional Drought

Soil Moisture — April 6, 2025
NASA SPoRT-LIS 0-100 cm Soil Moisture Anomaly

SPoRT Soil Moisture for 04-06-2025
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Upper Clark Fork SNOTEL Precipitation: April 1, 2025

Upper Clark Fork - Monthly Accumulated Precipitation (SNOTEL Only)
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Montana 30-day Standardized Precipitation Index: April 5. 2025
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April 7, 2025 USGS Real Time Stream Flow Conditions

Nevada Creek above Reservoir
Discharge, cubic feet per second

Most recent instantaneous value: 29.91 cfs on 04/06/2025 at 12:00 PM MST

Blackfoot River above Nevada Creek
Discharge, cubic feet per second

Most recent instantaneous value: 119 cfs on 04/06/2025 at 12:45 PM MST

North Fork Blackfoot
Discharge, cubic feet per second

Most recent instantaneous value: 61.7 cfs on 04/07/2025 at 11:00 AM MST

Blackfoot River at Bonner
Discharge, cubic feet per second

Most recent instantaneous value: 1,110 cfs on 04/07/2025 at 12:45 PM MST

USGS 12340000 Blackfoot River near Bonner MT
(Drainage area: 2287 square miles, length of record: 87 - 91 years)
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Streamflow Forecast:

UPPER CLARK FORK
Water Supply Forecasts
April 1, 2025

Forecast Exceedance Probabilities

Forecast Forecast Cmmnnmn Drigr =------ Future Conditions = ------ Wetter ------ >
Point Period Labels on chart represent volumes of water expressed as percent of median (1991-2020 period).
52% 77% 98% 17% 149%
Clark Fk at Apr-Jul  —— | | |, ————
Goldereek 50% 78% 95% 116% 147%

Apr-Sep [ | | N e s EE

509% 80% 97% 119% 150%
Flint Ck nr Apr-Jul 4— | ——
Southern Cross 59% 79% 98% 124% 155%
Apr-Sep 4— | _
66% 83% 100% 123% 145%
Flint CK bl Apr-Jul —— | _7
Boulder Ck 61% 79% 94% 15% 134%

Apr-Sep [ [— | ] epe——

74% 88% 100%  112% 128%
Mf Rock Cknr  Apr-Jul = | epe—
Philipsburg 7% 90% 103% 116% 132%
Apr-Sep p— | ] e—
70% 86%  96% 108% 129%
Rock Ck nr Apr-Jul || e—
Clinton 73% 87%  98% 1% 131%

Apr-Sep | | —

41% 60% 78% 99% 134%
Nevada CKk nr Apr-Jul — | _—
Helmville 44% 61% 80% 101% 142%

Apr-Sep ——l | —7

63% 73% 82% 90% 102%

Blackfoot R nr Apr-Jul 4_ | #

Bonner 1% 82% 90% 98% 110%
Apr-Sep | —
57% 79% 97% 116% 139%
Clark ForkRab  Apr-Jul | ——EE— | O
Milltown 57% 78% 94% 1% 133%

Apr-Sep 4_ I “—

T T T T T T T T T T T
40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100% 110% 120% 130% 140% 150% 160%
Percent of Median (1981-2020)

Legend
95% or 90% 70% 50% 30% 10% or 5%
Exceedance Exceedance Exceedance Exceedance Exceedance
There is a 95%/90% chance that There is a 70% chance that There is a 50% chance that There is a 30% chance that There is a 10%/5% chance that
flows will exceed this volume flows will exceed this valume flaws will exceed this volume flows will exceed this valume flows will exceed this valume
When selected, the following historic streamflow values and statistics will be shown.
Period of Record Minimum 1991-2020 Normal Observed Streamflow KAF Period of Record Maximum
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Some forecasts may be for volumes that are regulated or influenced by diversions and water management.
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Three-Month Climate Outlook: April 2025

National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

Above and below normal temperatures are Above and below normal precipitation are equally
equally favored for April through June. favored for April through June.

Valid: Apr-May-Jun 2025
Issued: March 20, 2025

7 & Seasonal Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: Apr-May-Jun 2025
- Issued: March 20, 2025

Seasonal Temperature Outlook
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