Blackfoot Drought Response Committee Meeting
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83538493458
8:30 am- 9:00 am

Attendees: Stephen Begley, Erin Clinkenbeard, Kyle Kelley, Walker Conyngham, Amy Groen,
Robert Ray, Kevin Ertl, Caitlin Mayernik, Zach Hoylman, Valerie Kurth, Ali Pardis, Amanda

Spencer, Anne Nelson, Michael Downey, Frank Maus, Clancy Jandreau

SUMMARY & NEXT STEPS

Flows are 721 cfs as of Tuesday, July 8" at 8:00am, a 162-cfs drop from the same time
last week. Flows may dip below 700 cfs as soon as this week.

Water temperatures recently peaked at 68°F in the Blackfoot, 63°F in the North Fork, and
63°F in Monture Creek. FWP does not expect to hit hoot owl triggers this week due to
cooler weather forecasted for later in the week, but temperatures may climb again next
week.

Notification to drought plan participants went out last week and participants have been
responding confirming their participation in this year’s drought response.

The process for call and drought response for those affected by the Murphy Right will not
look much different this year, but FWP and CSKT are still discussing what call for the
Milltown water right might look like this season.

The Drought Committee will meet again next Tuesday, July 15" at 8:30am via zoom to
review conditions and discuss next steps.

MEETING NOTES

The committee reviewed current flow and water temperature conditions on the Blackfoot,
North Fork, and Monture Creek.

The recent weather system late last week did little to stymie declining flows in the
Blackfoot and North Fork while Monture and Nevada Creeks saw brief spikes in flow.
Precipitation in the Dunham/Monture drainage was enough to cause some sediment flows
that clouded Monture creek and lead to murky conditions on the Blackfoot over the
weekend.

Both the North Fork and Blackfoot rivers are experiencing flows at or near the lowest in
the last 30 years. These streamflow conditions played a major role in the U.S. Drought
Monitor downgrading the Blackfoot watershed to D3 (extreme) drought last week.

The weather did have a positive affect on water temperatures for several days, but water
temperatures are surging again with the hot start to the week.

FWP does not expect to hit hoot owl triggers on the Blackfoot this week given the
relatively cooler high temperatures predicted for later in the week, but warm temperatures

will likely be in play again next week.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83538493458

Reports of dried up springs, seeps, and other water sources continue to come in. These
reports are consistent with the concept of depleted groundwater levels following multiple
consecutive years of drought in the Blackfoot.

The Committee discussed the opportunity to more closely monitor soil moisture and
groundwater conditions and trends across the watershed to better understand these multi-
year lagging effects of drought.

The Climate Office may have some monitoring equipment that could be used for this
purpose. Coordinating this effort with the DNRC water sciences team was mentioned as
next best step.

While the call on non-drought plan participants junior to the Murphy right will look much
like it has in the past, FWP and CSKT are still discussing what call on Milltown juniors
might look like this year. One option in consideration would be a “soft call”, wherein
letters would be sent to juniors informing them of their junior status to the Milltown
water right, encouraging them to be in touch with the Blackfoot Challenge to develop a
drought plan, and asking for voluntary reductions or cessations of water use this year.

The Drought Committee will be kept up to date on these on-going discussions.
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