Blackfoot Drought Response
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Drought Response at a Gance

An Hstoric Year (2024)
January1,2023 BHackfoat SAEat 31% REDORDLOWSsince 1979
April 11 Peak SAEat 121" 6™ lowest on record since ‘79
May 17 Peak Oischarge at 3,080cfs 3 lowest on recard since 1899
July 11 Discharge <700cfs Earliest ever in programris histary
| Drought Response Activated
Y Juy12 Hbot OM Fishing Retrictions~ Frist time since 2016
Inplemented
July 22 Discharge $00cfs 2™ time and earliest everin
Al Juniors Called progranis history
Septenber 31 Bnd of 2024 Water Year 6™ lowest on record since 1939

Average Daily Discharge 8029cfs
October 15 Drought Response Lifted Longest ever in prograns history



Drought Response at a Gance
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An(ather) Hstoric Year (2025)
May 12 Peak Discharge at 4,050cfs
June Oischarge <2,000 cfs
June 28 Oischarge below Mlltown
enforceable flons 4 of 5
consecutive days
Discharge <700cfs
Drought Response Activated
July 24 Discharge <000cfs
August 2 Water tenperature at Bonner >
TI°Ffor 3 consecutive days
Septeber10 North Fork closed tofishing due to

lowflows

Two weeks earlier and ~2,000 cfs
less than average

Muphy Right callable
Milltown Right callable

Earliest ever in progranis
histary, 2 days befare last year

Al Juniors Called

Hoot Owl Fishing Restrictions
Inplermented



Drought Response at a Gance
An(ather) Hstaric Year Continued

Septermber 11-15  Average daily discharge dropsto  Lowest flows on recard at Bonner
Septermber 18- ~350 cfs
October 3

Noverber 1 Drought Response Ended Longest period of drought
response in programis history
Decenber17-27 Record high flows recarded at 1% tine on record with record low
Bonner and high flows in same calendar
year
Decenber1-31  Blackfoot receives 255% of All SNOTHL sites report highest or

normal precipitation 2 highest precipitation
accumulations on record for
nmonth

January 1 - Warmest year onrecord in
Decermber 3 western Continental U



Stream Discharge in cubic feet per second (cfs)
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Blackfoot at Mouth

USGS 12340000 Blackfoot River near Bonner, MT

July 9t Drought
Response Activated
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2025 Committee Activities'

e Early Conmunications
beginning on July 1.
e Mlltown Inplermentation WG

sent a letter toall participants
onJuly 15

Reviewed a letter penned by BC

and BHACin suppart of

collaborative water !

menagement during drought
o Met weekly through Summrer

and into Octaber to assess

changing condiitions
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Mlltown Inplementation

» FAPand CKST made call on their jaintly
owned water rights (Murphy and
Milltown) for the first time ever

* 161 non-participating individuals
associated with 231 water rights

* Participants received a letter fromthe
Milltown Inplermentation WG informing
themtheir junior water would nat be
called as long as they were
implementing their plans ANDwhile
flows remained above 300 cfs.
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The 500cfs Call Process (2024)

Senior Water rights in operation are 16 BC Confirmation
all senior to the Murphy right

Water Trade Drought Plan actions include a 8 BC Confirmation
1:1 water trade, wherein the
cessation of available senior
water offsets use of junior

water.
Mitigated Junior Drought Plan actions fully 24 BC Letter and
mitigate junior water use Confirmation

through full shut down,
nonuse, or leasing of all junior

water
Unmitigated Drought Plan actions do not 20 FWP Call Letter
Junior include a 1:1 water trade and

use of junior rights is not fully
mitigated



The 500cfs Call Process

Senior

Water Trade

Mitigated Junior

Unmitigated
Junior

Water Pool

Water rights in operation are
all senior to the Milltown right

Drought Plan actions include a
1:1 water trade, wherein the
cessation of available senior
water offsets use of junior
water

Drought Plan actions fully
mitigate junior water use
through full shut down,
nonuse, or leasing of all junior
water

Drought Plan actions do not
include a 1:1 water trade and
use of junior rights is not fully
mitigated

A senior operator agrees to
reduce use of a senior water
right to allow for continued
use by a junior operator

31

21

BC Confirmation

BC Confirmation

BC Letter and
Confirmation

CSKT/FWP Call Letter

BC Confirmation



Drought Response Over the Decades

* Drought Response activated in 17 of

— the last 26 years (65%)
Comparison of Date when Blackfoot River Drops Below 700
cfs 2000-2025 pﬂ
oo « July 28" is the average date that the

9-Sep
ig-iug nver drq)s below 700cfs dLl'Ing
-Aug
10-Aug
+ drought years
21-Jul
11-Jul
1-Jul

B Drought Years [l Non-Drought Years -

during non-drought years




Looking Ahead

Reset Range Link to data: CSV / JSON Station List
35
# Median Peak SWE

Current as of 01/27/2026: Max

9% of Median - 100% Median (POR)

% Median Peak - 71% Median ('91-'20)
30 |Dpays Until Median Peak - 74 ——— Min

Percentile - 68

Stats. Shading
—_— 2026 (7 sites)
——— 2025 (7 sites)

2024 (7 sites)

2023 (7 sites)

2022 (7 sites)
—— 2021 (7 sites)
——— 2020 (7 sites)

2019 (7 sites)

2018 (7 sites)

2017 (7 sites)

2016 (7 sites)

2015 (7 sites)

2014 (7 sites)

2013 (7 sites)

2012 (7 sites)
—— 2011 (7 sites)
—— 2010 (7 sites)

2009 (7 sites)

2008 (7 sites)

2007 (7 sites)

2006 (7 sites)

2005 (7 sites)

2004 (7 sites)

2003 (7 sites)

USDA
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Standardlzed SWE for 01-27- 2026

Standardized
Snow Water
Equivalent {(SWE)
01-27-2026

<-2 (D4)
-1 6 (D3)
1.3 (D2)

~1 3 --0.8 (D1)
-0.8--0.5(D0)




B Hypsome-SWE for Blackfoot (HUC8: 17010203)
L[Ij(lrg N’Ead 2026-01-27 (83% of Normal)
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Looking Ahead

Seasonal Temperature Outlook Seasonal Precipitation Outlook

Valid: Feb-Mar-Apr 2026 . Valid: Feb-Mar-Apr 2026
Issued: January 15, 2026
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